
Just before the early June rainy days 
(that our gardens enjoyed!), the city had put 
out a press release to remind residents 
Resolution 261-12 is still in effect: There are 
ongoing rules about lawn watering. 

“Department of Public Utilities urgently 
reminds all our water customers to practice 
water conservation and adhere to the city’s 
water irrigation conservation measures,” it 
read. 

Grassy Waters Preserve and Clear Lake 
provide our drinking water supply. It takes 
more than some rainy-ish weather to make 
up for the impacts of below-seasonal rainfall 
and record-high temperatures on these water 
sources.  

To supplement drinking water supply, 
the city activated wellfields, utilizing the 
Florida aquifer to add approximately 10 
million gallons of water daily, per the press 
release. 

During the ongoing hot and 
dry weather, residents are urged to 
acknowledge their own impact and do their 
part to conserve.  

Watering lawns is a major contributor to 
water waste, with nearly half of residential 
water use dedicated to irrigation. By 
committing to reduce irrigation, we can 
substantially safeguard our water resources. 

Did you know that city code requires 
year-round water conservation measures?  

Inside

Serving the residents  
of historic Flamingo Park

House of the Month 2

Security 3

Volunteer job 4

Plastic-free July 5

Nonprofits news 7

Library 9

The Flamingo Flyer

Published by the Flamingo Park Neighborhood Association ● FlamingoPark.org 

July/August 
2024

As we’re entering a hot 
summer and a hurricane season 
forecast to be above average in 
storms, it’s not too soon to begin 
our plans for the Flamingo Park 

2024 Holiday Historic 
Home Tour.  
Talk about divergent 
topics!   
Even so, the home 
tour is a major 
fundraiser for FPNA 
and to ensure its 
success, early 
planning is key.   
First off: There’ll be 
nothing to plan if we 

do not— early on — get an 
impressive lineup of homes to 
feature.   

Our aim is to offer eight to 10 
homes; fewer are not enough of a 
draw, and more becomes a 

challenge for guests to get around 
to all of them.  

We are looking for homes 
with good traffic flow and 
preferably decked out for the 
holidays.  

The 2024 Garden Tour was a 
phenomenal success. We had close 
to 500 visitors and many of them 
will be looking to attend the home 
tour. They know that Flamingo 
Park puts on a fantastic event, so 
we anticipate tremendous 
response to announcing the 
holiday tour.   

What will be our 28th holiday 
home tour is tentatively set for 
Sunday, Dec. 8. (Usually the first 
Sunday in December, the tour has 
been on the second Sunday when 
Thanksgiving falls later in 

Celebrate Fourth on Flagler 
This free outdoor Fourth 

on Flagler will be the city’s 
36th annual Independence 
Day celebration, on 
Thursday, July 4, of course, 
from 6-10 p.m. along the 
downtown waterfront. 

The evening will feature 
live entertainment (music on 
three stages), a military 
honor ceremony, family 
activities, roving 
entertainment (such as stilt 
walkers), food and 
refreshments for purchase, 
and a spectacular 18-minute 
fireworks show over the 
Intracoastal Waterway, 
igniting about 9:09 p.m.. 

The military honor 
salute will feature remarks by 
West Palm Beach Mayor 
Keith A. James, a live 
performance of the national 
anthem, and the presentation 
of the annual Hometown 
Hero award. The 

presentation starts at 8:45 
p.m. on the NewDay USA 
stage. 

No backpacks, coolers or 
personal fireworks are 
allowed. 

Dogs on short leashes 
are allowed at city events, but 
consider how your pet might 
respond to the crowd and the 
noise, especially fireworks. 

Parking is available in 
city parking garages. The 
Banyan and Evernia garages 
are closest to the event and 
have a flat rate of $5 before 4 
p.m. Beginning at 4 p.m., the 
flat fee is $10.   

The City Center, 
Clematis and Sapodilla 
garages have a flat rate of $5. 

Residents can also join 
the celebration remotely by 
tuning into a special show on 
WBPF Channel 25,  the 
Fourth on Flagler from 9 - 
9:30 p.m. 

President’s column 
Not too early to consider 
2024 home tour prospects

See Water, Page 8

See President, Page 8
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Since 1990, the Flamingo Park 
Neighborhood Association has awarded  the 
avian icon (mostly) monthly. It comes with a 
heaping helping of FPNA’s appreciation for 
ongoing maintenance of “curb appeal,” or for 
the recent rejuvenation of a home’s outside 
appearance.  

Winners receive a $25 gift certificate from 
Serenity Garden Tea House.  
Current winners are:  

July: 834 Ardmore — Marsha Michaels & Addie Molina 
August: 703 Sunset — Kenneth Breslauer & Cheryl Oleski 
If you have a neighbor you would like to nominate,  
email cullen@digital.net. 
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Open Tuesday to Sunday 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Curbside pickup, free delivery to Flamingo Park. 

Call 561-655-3911 or order online 
@serenityteapb.com 

 316 Vallette Way, West Palm Beach, FL 33401

House of the Month Summertime and socializing is easy
FPNA social hours provide a 

casual meetup among neighbors, 
both new and longtime residents. 

On May 31, Ken Breslauer and 
Cheryl Oleski opened their 
flamingo-intense garden for the 
social hour. Then, as the Flyer 
went to print, Randal Engelmann 
and Erik Gould hosted on June 28. 
The board thanks them for their 
efforts and generosity. 

Watch for a MailChimp on 
July and August hosts. Social 
hours are free to paid members 
and $5 for each guest. 

Social hours are the last 
Friday of the month, January 

through October, in a resident’s 
yard.  

Linda Cullen keeps a running 
list of possible hosts. To get dibs 
on your favorite month, email 
Linda at cullen@digital.net. Hosts 
receive a stipend to offset the cost 
of refreshments. 

Parents bringing their 
offspring are reminded to keep a 
close eye on them: There may be 
stairs or a pool, and definitely 
adult beverages. 

It’s recommended that readers 
keep an eye out for email updates 
on the events happening between 
Flyers, and for other news.

July/August 2024



“Summertime and the livin’ 
is easy,” wrote DuBose Heyward, 
to go with George Gershwin’s 
Broadway music. 

If this describes your next 
couple of months, and vacation 
trips are on your calendar, make 
sure to consider the protection of 
your home during your time 
away.   

The West Palm Beach Police 
Department has a helpful 
program called “House Watch.” 
Through the program, the Police 
Department will provide periodic 
patrols around your home’s 
exterior while you’re away.  

Through this free service 
you can register if someone will 
be coming to feed a pet, if there 
is a cottage tenant, etc. so that 
police can tell if any observed 
activity is normal.  

To learn more and register 
for the service, call 561-822-1634 
and provide answers to the 
questions asked.   

In addition to this program, 
here are some useful tips: 

• Lock all doors and 
windows, and double check! 

• Be sure to set your alarm 
and make sure you have a 
charged battery backup. 

• Increase the light around 
your property, and trim hedges 
and landscaping. 

• Stop your mail and/or 
newspapers. 

• Ask a neighbor to park a 
car in your driveway, if yours is 
not going to be there. 

• Have the grass cut during 
your absence. 

• Have a friend stay at your 
house, or check your home and 
report anything suspicious to the 
police. 

• Don't hide keys in 
mailboxes, under door mats, or 
any other place that burglars will 
know to look. Leave a spare key 
with a trusted neighbor. 

• When you leave home, 
keep your blinds closed and a TV 
or radio and lights on. 

• Consider using timers for 
the TV or radio and lights. 

• Move your valuables out of 
the primary bedroom. This is the 
first place burglars go to find 
your jewelry. Consider hiding it 
among several different places in 
your home. 

• Secure any firearms you 
have in your home in a safe, or 
remove to another secure 
location. 

• Take photographs of your 
jewelry and other valuables. 
Record the make, model and 
serial numbers, where 
applicable. Back up the photos.
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Safety & security 
Vacation means prepping 
home for your absence

lariatorgco@gmail.com
561-756-3006

“Your Neighborhood 
Self-Storage Facility” 

Historic Building (1941) 
502 Kanuga Drive

Contact Sarah and Sammy at 

570-932-0575
email info@FlamingoPark.com

Slippery sidewalk hazards
Our front hedges add a nice layer to the ambience of our 

properties — but when hedges block sunlight from reaching part or all 
of the sidewalks, algae and mold collect and don’t go away.  

You might notice darker areas of your sidewalk. Next time it rains, 
walk on them to see if they are slippery.  

If someone falls on a slippery sidewalk, the homeowner risks 
being asked to pay medical bills. Yes, the sidewalks are city property, 
but a city ordinance puts the responsibility to maintain them on the 
adjacent property owner. A good pressure washing every six months 
should clear the buildup.  

— John Alford,  
environmental chair

Pet photos welcome! 
The FPNA website (flamingopark.org) revamp now 

includes an adorable “Flamingo Park Pets” page and we want 
your furry friends photos! Send one photo of each pet to 

julie@thebuzzagency.net with your name, your pet's name, 
and (if you'd like) your street address,  

and we'll add it to our page!



This easy volunteer task is 
recurring, but you can make 
your own schedule (day of your 
choosing, once a month).  

After dark, ride about the 
neighborhood and makes notes 
of: 

• Tree limbs that are 
blocking or significantly 
reducing light onto the sidewalks 
and street (a safety hazard) 

•Street lights that are not 
working. 

• Up-lights that are not 
working at these locations: 

Georgia between Belvedere 
and Avon roads (shining on 
entry monument) 

Park Place island coming 
onto Park Place going east past 
the fire station (shining on entry 
monument) 

Roundabout circle at 
Georgia Avenue and Flamingo 
Road where lights shine up on 
our historical marker (two 
lights) 

Roundabout at Georgia 
Avenue and Claremore Road 
where lights shine up on the flag 
(two lights) 

Northwest corner of Dixie 
Highway and Park Place where 
lights shine on the entry 
monument (two lights). 

Simple enough. Just send 
your notes via email to John 
Alford, environmental chair, so 
that he can get the problems 
fixed.  

If you are interested in 
doing this on an ongoing basis, 
email John, 
johnrobertalford@gmail.com.
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Looking for a volunteer

Be a good neighbor. Use any of the five 
doggy stations provided by FPNA and the 
city to clean up after your dog. 
Contact a board member if bag supply 
needs to be refreshed. 



Plastic Free 
July is a global 
movement 
pointing people 
toward solutions 
to plastic 
pollution. 

The site 
plasticfreejuly.org 
provides resources and ideas to 
help you (and millions of others 
around the world) reduce 
single-use plastic waste every 
day at home, work, school and 
even at your local café. 

The movement has 
inspired more than 100 million 
participants in 190 countries. 
Individuals each making a 
small change collectively can 
make a massive difference. 

Choose one single-use 
plastic to avoid and you’ll soon 
discover another, and another, 
alternative solution.  

Refusing single-use 
plastics in July — and beyond 
—  can help you to find 
alternatives that can become 
new habits forever. Turn the 
tide, one choice at a time. 
WPB Plastic Free 
Challenge giveaway 

West Palm Beach’s Office 
of Sustainability is offering free 
customized Plastic Free 
Challenge Kits to city residents. 
Registration is required. 

Microplastics infest our 
air, water and land. They kill 
sea life. They cause cancers. 

Returning to some older 
habits can help end single-use 
waste and pollution. Remember 

when glass 
soda bottles 
were 
returned for 
a deposit 
and reused? 
Some places 
are doing 
that again. 

Plastic Free Challenge Kits 
are available to West Palm 
Beach residents and 
businesses. 

Register online for option 
No. 3 and then pick up your 
Plastic Free Challenge Kit at the 
Palm Beach Zoo parking lot on 
July 27, 9-11 a.m. 
Documentary film 

We’re All Plastic People 
Now is an Emmy-winning 
documentary introduced by 
Ted Danson and featured at the 
2024 Santa Fe Film Festival.  

Plastic is in the air, causing 
breathing illnesses. It’s in the 
water, killing sea life. In an era 
of throwaway ease, plastic has 
cost us our well-being. It’s been 
found inside our bodies, our 
colons, our brains, in breast 
milk and developing wombs.  

This groundbreaking film, 
for the first time ever, tests the 
producer’s blood and four 
generations of family members 
for chemicals derived from 
plastic. The results are 
alarming. 

The hourlong documentary 
can be viewed on PBS online.  

Go to https://
www.pbs.org/video/were-all-
plastic-people-now-rkg2mq/
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Sustainability 
Be part of the pollution 
solution this July

Speed humps may get new paint
Some good news soon — possibly.   
The majority of Flamingo Park’s traffic calming was put into 

place in roughly 2002, so it’s 20-plus years old.   
The only speed humps we had installed were on the 700 and 

800 bocks (with two exceptions) of our east-west streets. If you live 
near one, you know it’s there because — well, sometimes you hear 
drivers going too fast and clunking over them.  

Drivers coming through after dark might not see them at all. 
Whatever striping used to be there is negligible or gone entirely.  

Now that new road work on Lake Avenue and Flamingo Road, 
and speed humps on Georgia Avenue are in place with their 
reflective paint, the difference of actually seeing them at night is 
super obvious.  

We have asked the city if it could come back through and put 
reflective paint to make the traffic calming devices obvious to 
drivers — and we think that this may be done before too long.
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Great Greek food!

souvlakigrill.com

Straight from the grill
10 a.m. - 10. p.m.

Flamingo Park
795 Belvedere Road

561-655-6333

Northwood Village
523 25th St. 

561-318-5247

Opa!

Dine-in, 
delivery 

and takeout
available.
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The Norton Museum of Art in 
West Palm Beach is offering free 
admission to Palm Beach County 
residents on Saturdays through the 
summer. 

The museum at 1450 S. Dixie 
Highway has its free summer 
Saturdays for county residents from 
now through Sept. 2. 

In addition, the Norton has a 
Community Days program that will 
be free admission for all visitors: 
Games Around the World from 

noon to 5 p.m. July 20. The Games 
Around the World Community Day 
will have programs throughout the 
museum that celebrate global 
cultural traditions. 

The Norton Museum of Art is 
closed Tuesdays through the 
summer. The museum's hours are 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Saturday; 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday; 
and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. For 
more information, visit norton.org.

Norton free on Saturdays

Donate to ‘Beat the Heat’ at Armory 
The Armory Art Center 

recently launched an ambitious 
“Beat The Heat”  campaign to 
upgrade the outdated and 
nonfunctioning air conditioning 
systems.  

With a generous contribution 
from one benefactor who 
committed to matching any 
contribution up to $25,000, staff, 
students, artists and board 
members have kicked off the giving 
in a big way! They are getting 
closer, but need a little more help 

from the community. 
Donations at all levels will 

help the Armory reach its goal to 
Beat The Heat! 

You can donate online at 
https://canvas.armoryart.org/
donate 

Prefer to phone it in? Call us at 
561-832-1776 

You can also stop by in person, 
or drop a check in the mail: 

Armory Art Center 
811 Park Place 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401

 Nonprofits News 
FPNA shares news of nearby nonprofit organizations.

Email vmp735@mac.com to list here.



President, from Page 1

The Flamingo FlyerPage 8 July/August 2024

Here are the current 
requirements for water 
customers in West Palm Beach 
(as well as Palm Beach and  
South Palm Beach, which are 
served by the city). 
Watering times 

Landscape irrigation is 
prohibited daily between 10 
a.m. and 4 p.m. (with some 
exceptions). For existing 
landscaping, watering is 
allowed three days per week. 

Even addresses may 
perform necessary landscape 
irrigation only on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Sunday. 

Odd addresses may 

perform necessary landscape 
irrigation only on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Saturday. 

The city underscores the 
importance of all our water 
customers understanding and 
adhering to the water 
conservation measures outlined 
in the current ordinance.  

“Your compliance is not 
just a request, but a necessity 
for the sustainable use of our 
water resources. It's crucial to 
remember that adherence to 
these measures is a shared 
responsibility …  [for] our 
collective water conservation 
efforts.”

Water, from Page 1

November, as it does this year 
on Nov. 28.) 

As an evening affair, 
running  5-8 p.m. in the homes, 
it’s a grand way to view our 
most marvelous homes, as well 
as the fabulous lighting displays 
in the neighborhood. (The 
competition is judged by 
nonresident friends of 
Flamingo Park; more on that in 
future Flyers.) 

Many of you expressed 
disappointment that we did not 
hold a 2023 tour.  The reason 
was simple: We did not have 
enough hosts willing to 
participate. Thank you to those 
of you who were amenable — 
and rest assured we will be 
asking you again.  

I understand people’s 
hesitancy regarding opening up 
their homes for, truthfully, a 
few hundred strangers. 

I was leery of this myself, 
but took the plunge in 2022, 
and let me tell you, it was not as 
big a deal as I feared!   

For one thing, you can 
limit areas in your home where 
guests can roam. (For example, 
some hosts have not allowed 
second-floor access; a nice 
ribbon cordon can mark where 
visitors can peer in, but not 
enter.)   

Additionally, there are 

volunteers: Preferably a passel 
of your own friends or family, 
or neighbors arranged by FPNA 
(or some of both) are there to 
help guests and ensure smooth 
traffic movement.   

It’s not much different 
from having a Realtor hold an 
open house, but it’s a more 
controlled and limited 
environment. Not a big deal, 
folks! 

And many past hosts have 
said it makes a good deadline 
for finishing those projects on 
the to-do list. 

Finally, the genuine 
gratitude expressed by many 
guests will have you floating on 
cloud nine for weeks afterward! 

In addition to getting an 
impressive lineup of homes, 
this tour also needs a fleet of 
volunteers to help. Please let us 
know if you are willing to host 
or help out. Contact me at 
tanya_lewicki@comcast.net, or 
Linda Cullen at 
cullen@digital.net. 

Enjoy the summer — 
hopefully we’ll escape any 
named storms — and start 
thinking ahead toward the 2024 
home tour.   

Let’s make this year’s tour 
the best ever! 

— Tanya Lewicki
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John Campbell 
East Coast Paver Design 

Phone: 561-722-9624 
Fax: 561-969-1105 

paverdesign2@gmail.com

that 28 years that 31

A library card is a passport to …
Have you been to the 

Mandel Public Library yet this 
summer? The library has great 
programs planned for kids, teens 
and adults.  

Recently, some local 
creatives spent time expressing 
themselves through collages and 
vision boards during their art 
class in the library's Studio 411. 

The events calendar is just 
the cherry on top of a delightful 
cake of learning and 
entertainment. 

Besides just checking out 

books or DVDs, you can work 
with a tech mentor in the 
library’s Technology and 
Innovation Center to improve 
your skills. 

On the digital side, your 
library card gives you access to  
e-books, audiobooks and a 
wealth of news sources. 

Explore all that the library 
has to offer here:  
https://www.wpb.org/
government/mandel-public-
library-of-west-palm-beach



The Flamingo Flyer 
is published six times a year by the 

Flamingo Park Neighborhood Association,
a nonprofit organization. Online at: 

FlamingoPark.org.  Social media:
facebook.com/flamingoparkneighborhood

Circulation: 525 
Design and editing: Victoria Preuss 

vmpreuss@mac.com
• 

FPNA
PO Box 1112

West Palm Beach 
FL 33402 

•
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West Palm Beach  
www.wpb.org

Mayor Keith James  561-822-1400

Community Building and Engagement 
Charlotte Wright, crwright@wpb.org 

  561-822-1412 
City Service Hotline: 561-822-2222 

Dist. 5 Commissioner Christina Lambert: 
561-822-1390

Code compliance  
New code official pending 

(The FPNA board encourages residents to speak 
with the offending neighbor or with a board 
member before reporting a code violation,  

but this is not required.) 

Garbage and yard waste: 
Carlos Maldonado — 561-494-1058

Street maintenance (including pot-
holes), street lighting and traffic 
maintenance, including signage

Customer service:  561-822-2085 

All Emergencies, dial 911  
Police Department non-emergency: 

561-822-1900 
House Watch program 561-822-1634

Fire Department non-emergency 
561-804-4700 

The Community Oriented Police 
Officer Seth Buxton 

SBuxton@wpb.org | 561-822-1620 
Public Works

Main number, 561-822-2060
Right of way permits:  

Spencer Graham 561-494-1014
Mandel Public Library 561-868-7700 

Parks & Recreation 561-804-4900 

Public Utilities 561-494-1046
•

Palm Beach County  
Animal Care and Control

Main number, 561-233-1200

FPNA does not endorse  
any advertised company  

or service. 
Hire at your own discretion.

FPNA Board & Officers
2024-25 term

President
Tanya Lewicki, tcl0622@yahoo.com 

Vice President
(and interim treasurer)

Linda Cullen, cullen@digital.net
 Secretary

Susan Hill, sm10931@bellsouth.net
Board members

John Alford, 
johnrobertalford@gmail.com

Steve Large 
estebangrande@gmail.com

Julie Mullen, 
juliemullen@thebuzzagency.net

Rick Reikenis, Rick@reikenis.com

July/August 2024

 Datebook

Thursday, July 4 —  Independence Day; see story, 
Page 1 

Tuesday, July 9 — Board meeting 
Friday, July 26 — Social; see story, Page 2 

Saturday, July 27 — Plastic Free Challenge Giveaway;  
see story, Page 5 

Tuesday, Aug. 13 — Board meeting 
Friday, Aug. 30 — Social; see story, Page 2 

Monday, Sept. 2 — Labor Day

Give to Linda Cullen, 828 Biscayne


